MARSHAL   NEY
rolled-up garb Ney received from the clothier's shelves
a yellow-braided tunic and cloak of that colour, a red
pelisse that showed a lining of white sheepskin, a shako
with red and "white trimmings, and a sabretache also of red.
It is reasonable to suppose that the old hands offered
to direct the new trooper to the canteen; that he slogged
through his foot exercises; cursed the presence of saddle
boils after a long bout in the riding-school, and the dull
ache that the extended arm and turned wrist of sword
drill means to the cavalry novice. But, as already stated,
Ney gives the impression of emerging ready-made, -with
riding-muscles taut and hardened, a master of the tan
and the steel. It is a fact that he was soon regarded as
the regimental swordsman, and was also given the most
difficult mounts to manage.
The figure of Ney, with its somewhat jaunty air of
self-confidence, squarely set shoulders, broad chest, and
long legs that the skin-tight breeches showed to ad-
vantage, may always be found in every cavalry circle,
where horses share with women the honour of being
the subjects of conversation. Ney was well above the
height of the average hussar, and his features, although
strongly marked, -were sensitive enough to reflect his
mental changes. The forehead, lips, and chin indicated
a stern moulding, while a metallic quality of frame gave
evidence of the physical and vital resources that carried
him from point to point of the European battlefield.
In keeping with the custom of his regiment Ney wore
his hair fastened in a queue, as the hanging plait from
the back of the head was called. And this, being of a
bright auburn colour, soon earned him the nickname of
'Carrots', while at other times he was known as "The
Indefatigable'. Later on, whenever his command -was
in a tight corner, with only the sound of cannon to give
them hope, his men -would scatter encouragement among
themselves by saying: 'Courage, there's the Red Lion
roaring', or again: clt will soon be all right: Peter the Red
is coming.'
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